[Fulminant myocarditis successfully treated with a left ventricular assist device: a case report].
A previously healthy 28-year-old woman was admitted under a diagnosis of acute myocarditis. Six hours after admission, circulatory support using intraaortic balloon pumping and percutaneous cardiopulmonary support were introduced, because uncontrollable ventricular arrhythmia appeared unexpectedly. Subsequently, decreased peripheral platelet count appeared, in spite of improved hemodynamics. Therefore, a left ventricular assist device was implanted and she was weaned from the percutaneous cardiopulmonary support. On the fifth postoperative day, she was successfully weaned from the left ventricular assist device with full recovery of myocardial function. Myocardial biopsy demonstrated the appearance of acute viral myocarditis. This case suggests that the left ventricular assist device might offer effective circulatory support for acute fulminant myocarditis.